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CROP SUMMARY FOR INDIANA, 1925

The season for the 1925 erop began with the seeding of wheat and rye in the
fall of 1924. September left the ground in excellent condition for seeding, but
October and November were dry. The spring of 1925 also brought much dry
weather which became serious in late May and June. Ample rains came to
most of the state after that, but there was little surplus moisture and drouth
seemed imminent at all times till the middle of September from which time
moisture was more than ample. Extremely low temperatures occured in late
December 1924 and heavy frost occurred as late as May 25th, 1925, Summer
temperatures were not notably high or low.

The yield of ecorn per acre and the total production of grain were the largest
in twenty-five years. The relatively dry spring permitted planting at a season-
able time. The frost in May nipped corn to the ground, but most of the frosted
plants recovered and most of the crop was not up at the time. A percentage
inquiry on corn replanted from all causes indicated as much replanting in the
lightly frosted districts as in those where lower temperatures occurred. Culti-
vation was carried forward with little interruption from rain and corn was
generally clean except for the grass which began growth after the crop became
too tall to cultivate. The local character of the summer rains resulted in some
districts where yields were reduced by drouth. The most important one was
in the southwest corner of the state. In the fall frequent rains prevented the
usual drying of the corn and caused some damage from sprouting and rotting. -
This damage, with the high moisture content resulted in low grades of corn
generally, though the erop matured well and would have been of high quality
with a more favorable season for euring.

The average yield of wheat per acre was slightly below average. Drouth
and frost were the damaging factors. The latter came when many fields were
in blossom and is considered the cause of many unfilled heads, thoygh the
method of the damage is debated. Exceptionally heavy winter loss of acreage
sown was experienced in the east central section of the state. In several
counties near the Ohio line this was around 50 per cent of the total.

Rye was affected by the season in much the same way as winter wheat,

The acreage of oats was increased over the previous year. The need of
early grain feed was one cause and another was the loss of wheat acreage. Oats
started slowly and were set back by the May frost, Recovery was delayed
by the drouth, so that by June 10th many regarded the crop as a virtual failure,
Rains brought marked improvement, but the erop headed short and appeared
very light. Inquiries made in August and November indicated that between
7 and 15 per cent of the crop was too short to bind. With the progress of thresh-
ing the crop proved better than expected, though making only 88 per cent of
the ten year average yield per acre. The hay crop was the one most injured
by the drouth in May and June. A comsiderable acreage of hoth timothy and
clover was used as supplemental pastures instead of being harvested as hay,
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In the southern districts subsoil moisture was reported deficient so the effect
\of the drouth was immediate and severe. The superior qualities of alfalfa as
shown in recent years led to a great increase in acreage. This has been greatest
in the northern third of the state. Alfalfa and the annual legumes only, pro-
duced yields nearly average. The great increase in the acreage of cowpeas

e and soybeans was well maintained. The comparative cheapness of soybean
seed favored the latter especially in the southern section where cowpeas are
most common. In the northern seed growing districts the acreage of soybeans
for both hay and seed declined. The fact that for several years, hay acreages
have been increasing at the same time that animals have been decreasing,
prevented the low yields secured from producing a distressing situation.
Pasture started early, but was reduced to a poor condition by June 1st and
remained in an unsatisfactory state until after the September rains,

The yields of soybeans and cowpeas for grain were greatly reduced by losses
after harvest. These were the result of the fall rains which caused rotting in
the shoek. Loss of leaves during the drouth is said to have made the shocks
unsually permeable to water, and the lack of drying weather between rains
made damage unavoidable.

Clover seed filled poorly and both acreage and yield are much below average.
The low yields of hay restricted the acreage left for seed and the poor prospect
for seed led to the abandonment of much left standing. Many complaints of
poor stands of clover from the 1925 sowing were heard following the early
drouth. Clover which came up was unable to withstand the drouth which
came before it was well established.

The acreages of truck crops for manufacture were generally increased.
Tomatoes and sweet corn made good yields, but peas were damaged by dry
weather. Some difficulty was experienced in getting stands of tomatoes as
losses from frost were very heavy and the dry condition of the soil made replant-
ing precarious.

Onions were planted on an increased acreage, but losses from frost and high
winds prevented material changes. Yields were slightly better than in the
preceding year. .

The acreage of peppermint was also largely expanded due to high prices for
oil, but fully half the crop was destroyed at the same time the losses of onions
ocecurred.

T'ruit,crops were rather better than a year ago, but they were much reduced
by frost. Peaches suffered more from low winter temperatures than from the
spring frosts which damaged apples.

The sowing of winter wheat in the fall of 1925 was hampered by wet weather
so that the seeded acreage is only 89 per cent of that seeded last year. The
acreage now out is somewhat larger than was harvested in 1925, but went into
the winter with a condition of 70, December 1st, where the average is 87 per
cent of normal.

A slight increase in the acreage of rye is reported as sown in the fall of 1925
and the condition on December 1st was 84 compared with the average of 91.

MINER M. JUSTIN,
Agricultural Statistician.
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